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“Do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 

years, and a thousand years as one day.” 
 

I. The Warning about the Wait (2 Peter 3:1-7) 
Advent is a season of waiting. For the kids, it’s the seemingly eternal 3-4 weeks of 

intrigue and suspense between Thanksgiving and Christmas. For the Church, it’s more than just a 
run up to Christmas, more than waiting to celebrate the Incarnation of our Lord. It’s a time to 

hear the Lord’s promises to His people in the Old Testament, waiting for the birth of the long-

promised Savior. It’s a time to hear of John the Baptist preparing the way for the Savior Jesus as 
He’s about to make His ministry debut among the waiting crowds. Today, we hear St. Peter 

telling us to be patient in our waiting, too. 
 

Make no mistake, waiting for the Lord’s advent in glory isn’t easy, and it’s not going to 

get easier. The first seven verses of chapter three, prior to our reading, is a text to take to heart. 
Peter warns that, in the last days, scoffers will arise who will mock the people of God and follow 

their own sinful desires. “They will say, ‘Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation’” (2 

Peter 3:4). Peter goes on to say that they will deny that the heavens and the earth were created 
by the Word of God; and that they’ll deliberately overlook the fact that the wicked were once 

washed away in the Flood. 

 
So scoffers will mock the Lord because He hasn’t returned yet, so that they can follow 

their own sinful desires. Ever get the feeling that you’re living in those last days? 
 

Our epistle doesn’t give a timeline for these scoffers or tell how numerous they’ll be. But 

we live in a time when the scientific community is controlled by the insistence that the heavens 
and the earth were not created by God’s Word, but that the universe has been evolving for 

billions of years into its present condition. The possibility of God as Creator is simply impossible 
according to science, say many, so much so that the possibility of an anonymous, intelligent 

designer shouldn’t even be mentioned as an option in a classroom. Children are bombarded with 

this from the first dinosaur book that talks about how giant lizards lived millions of years before 
man; and for many, evolution is accepted as scientific fact. We doggedly point out that evolution 

isn’t a fact—it’s not even good science. Good science establishes facts by observation and 
repetition, yet no one has witnessed the billions of years supposedly leading up to now, much 

less had the opportunity to replicate them. Furthermore, good science always allows that 
anything is possible which cannot be proven to be impossible. Since science can’t disprove the 

existence of God, it should at least admit the possibility that He exists. The evolutionary model is 

far from fact; it is, instead, as much of a leap of faith as any religion going. But to the world, it 
has one big advantage going for it over the existence of God—just like Peter says, it allows sinful 

man to pursue his sinful desires that much more easily.  
 

Case in point: as I wrote in this month’s newsletter, the American Humanist Association 

is running an ad campaign in Washington, D.C., with the slogan, “Why believe in a god? Just be 
good for goodness’ sake.” The American Humanist Association denies the existence of God, 

claiming that religious belief simply isn’t rational or scientific—though as we’ve already pointed 
out, it’s irrational and unscientific to deny the existence of God. But since God doesn’t exist, who 
is going to decide what is good? It’s up to human beings, say the humanists, who teach that 
people have a few things going for them. For one thing, they say, we want to do good because 



we’re just good by nature—because we say so. For another, we’re social primates who want to 

get along with others, like gorillas and baboons, though more advanced. For another, we’ve 
collected a lot of ideas from history and philosophy so that we have a good idea of what’s good, 

and we can modify goodness to fit different situations. That’s why we can be good for goodness’ 
sake. 

 

But what sort of good does the American Humanist Association promote? Among their 
recent press releases, they express strong support for same-sex marriages, abortion rights, 

assisted suicide legislation and any sort of measure that delivers us from religion.  
 

How about that? The American Humanist Association couldn’t do much more to confirm 
Peter’s warning about scoffers. As soon as man declares that God doesn’t exist and isn’t coming 

back, then he follows his sinful desires and ends up promoting immorality and death.  

 
There are other sinful desires to follow, too, like selfishness and dishonesty. A study 

publicized this week revealed that, among high school students, 35% had stolen from a store in 
the past year, 36% used the internet to plagiarize an assignment, and a whopping 64% had 

cheated on a test. However, “93 percent of the students said they were satisfied with their 

personal ethics and character, and 77 percent affirmed that ‘when it comes to doing what is 
right, I am better than most people I know.’”  All of these numbers are a little bit suspect, since 

26% of those who took the survey said they lied at least once while doing so. But make no 
mistake: the comfortable lying, cheating and stealing isn’t so little. To scoff at good is to scoff at 

God. 
 

One more example: just in time for the holiday season, an anthropologist from Cornell 

wrote an article about the silly notion of the soul, an idea that man probably came up with when 
he finally had enough food and too much idle time to come up with silly notions like the soul. In 

that writer’s opinion, the value of making up the soul is that it allows us to do irrational things—
like fall in love or believe in an afterlife.  

 

Barring a miraculous reformation, it’s only going to get worse, and here is a difference 
between growing up in our parents’ time and our kids’ time. In our parents’ time, society thought 

that going to church was something that “good” people did. In our kids’ time, more and more, 
society says that going to church is something that irrational people do. That’s clearly how it’s 

portrayed in popular media already; more and more, though, it could well become majority 

opinion. 
 

So it’s tough to wait, and it’s only going to get tougher: that’s the news of the first seven 
verses of 2 Peter 3. It will be tough to wait because of the temptations that come with waiting. 

You’ll be tempted to give up, to believe with the world that the Lord simply isn’t coming back, 
and that maybe He wasn’t around in the first place. You’ll be tempted to go with the world and 

follow your sinful desires—in part because it’s a lot easier to go with the flow, and in part 

because it’s what your Old Adam wants to do. You’ll be tempted to grow angry with the Lord 
because He waits; and because He waits, you have to endure more suffering before you are 

delivered. You’ll be tempted. The devil, the world and your own sinful flesh will see to the 
scoffing so that every day feels like a thousand years to you as you await the Lord’s return. 

 

So what is your comfort and your defense as you wait? That’s the message of our epistle 
for today.  

 
II. The Comfort for While You Wait (2 Peter 3:8-14) 

Our text begins with this comfort: the Lord isn’t slow, but patient. He has promised to 
return in glory, and He will; but He delays out of mercy. He hasn’t forgotten you or forsaken you. 



He does not delay because He’s too weak or pre-occupied to come now. He does not need us to 

accomplish any great big task before He can return. He is not delaying out of anger or because 
He thinks you need to endure some more before you’ve earned the right to get into heaven. 

Every one of those reasons would deny the Gospel. No, the Lord delays because He doesn’t want 
any to perish; rather, He wants all to repent, trust in Jesus and be saved.  

 

As He has been merciful to you, calling you out of darkness into His light for the sake of 
Jesus, so He desires to be merciful to others. Therefore as we wait, we give thanks that the Lord 

waits in order to gather more people into His kingdom forever. And yet we pray our “Marana 
thas,” “Lord come quickly,” praying that He would return to deliver us soon. This is no 

contradiction, because we pray to the One for whom a day is as a thousand years and a 
thousand years as one day. We entrust ourselves to Him and His timing, trusting that He will 

provide all that we need until His return in glory. 

 
He will return: that’s another part of the comfort. There is no doubt: “The day of the 

Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be 

exposed” (2 Peter 3:10). This is a terrifying thought to the unbeliever, that God will return for a 

day of reckoning. But for you, it is a day of hope. It is a day that a sinful, dying world comes to 
an end; and you are delivered to the new heaven and new earth for which you are waiting 

according to His promise. This new heaven and earth will be a creation in which righteousness 
dwells. It will not be a place where sin is the norm and righteousness is considered an alien, 

unwanted oddity. Rather, it will be a place where righteousness is the norm and sin will be no 
more. You won’t be a stranger in a strange land for your faith: rather, this kingdom is your 

eternal inheritance for Jesus’ sake—free from all sickness and trouble. Free from death, for these 

are former things that will have passed away.  
 

Your waiting is not in vain: the Day is coming. The Lord will return. The new heaven and 
earth will be created, because the Lord has promised it will be so. 

 

 Because that day is coming, Peter says, “what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness” (2 Peter 3:11), and concludes by saying, “Therefore, beloved, since you 

are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.” To 
be ready for His return, be holy, godly, diligent, without spot or blemish, and at peace. That 

sounds like a tall order. Your sinful flesh still clings. You’re still tempted to many of the sins of 

this scoffing, dying world, and some of those capture you again and again. You’re still tempted to 
discouragement and despair, overwhelmed by trouble and suffering rather than the joyful 

expectation that deliverance is coming soon. And as the text concludes, you’re not commanded 
to be half-way decent and optimistic; but holy, godly, without any spot or blemish, and at peace. 

 
But here’s more comfort: as you wait for that day of the Lord, the Lord finds you even 

now. His promises are not confined only to the past and to the future, but to this present time of 

waiting. He comes to you to give you the grace that He won on the cross for you. Where you are 
stained and blemished by sin, your Savior declares, “I have borne that sin to the cross already 

and destroyed its power there. It has no hold on you, because I declare you to be holy and 
righteous for My sake, because I clothe you with My holiness and righteousness. You pray, 

“Marana tha—Lord, come quickly,” and He responds, “Here I am. Take and eat, this is My body. 

Take and drink, this is My blood for the forgiveness of sins.” And what does His body and blood 
do for His penitent people? It strengthens and preserves you in the one true faith unto life 

everlasting. It prepares you for the day of His advent. And where your sin would leave you an 
enemy of God, Jesus comes to you with grace so that you are now at peace as His beloved child.  

 



Take comfort. Be of good courage. The Lord delays His advent in glory, but only out of 

mercy for those who do not yet believe. In the meantime, He does not delay His help and grace 
for you. He is as near to you as His Word and His Sacraments; and by these means of grace, He 

keeps you holy and godly by His grace, prepared for His coming in glory—prepared for that new 
heaven and earth in which righteousness dwells. For now, you wait; and with the saints under 

the altar you cry out, “How long?” But the Lord keeps His promises and is not slow to fulfill them. 

He will keep His promise and return in His time, and you will be ready because He already keeps 
this promise to you today:  

 
You are forgiven for all of your sins. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

 

 
 


